Spontaneous pneumothorax: an analysis of pleurectomy vs. conservative therapy in United States Air Force fliers.
Spontaneous pneumothorax is infrequently diagnosed in aircrew personnel, but the aeromedical disposition of such cases provokes spirited controversy. Using the technique of decision analysis, epidemiological information is analyzed so that consequences of conservative vs. operative management can be appreciated. Data do not support a dogmatic approach to spontaneous pneumothorax. Flight surgeons will need to continue to make their recommendations on aeromedical disposition considering the patient, flight duties, and operational environment.